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ERC grant schemes

Starting Grants Consolidator Grants Advanced Grants
Researchers (0-10 years after PhD) Researchers (5-15 years after PhD) Researchers with track-record of significant
up to €1.5 million for 5 years up to €2 million for 5 years research achievements up to €2.5 million for 5 years
o 8G
o G DLy
Proof of Concept Synergy Grants Plus Grants
bridging gap between research 2-4 Principal investigators Principal investigators at all career stages
- earliest stage of marketable innovation up to €10 million for 6 years with a vision for transformative research
lump sum €150 000 for ERC grantees 1 Pl can be based outside up to €7 million over 4-7 years

EU/Associated Countries
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Practical tips - 1: Get the information (early on)

and download the templates
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

Questions) that explain how to prepare your proposal

« Talk to your Institution's grant office and/or National Contact Point;
Talk to ERC grantees

* Register early, get familiar with the European Commission's Funding and Tender portal

* Read call documents (Information for Applicants, Work Programme, Frequently Asked

+ Contact the ERCEA to ask all your questions well ahead of the submission deadline
—e.g. ERC-2026-ADG-APPLICANTS@ec.europa.eu , ERC-2026-STG-APPLICANTS@ec.europa.eu , ERC-2026-COG-APPLICANTS@ec.europa.eu

+ Get the written consent of your collaborators before the submission deadline
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Practical tips — 2: Decide when to apply
Make sure you are eligible (StG/CoG)

Eligibility windows for Pls:

+StG Eligibility: PhD at least 2 and up to 7 years before 1 January 2026

*CoG Eligibility: PhD over 7 and up to 12 years before 1 January 2026
(for 2026 calls, which opened in July 2025)

Extensions of eligibility window possible on StG and CoG for documented cases of:
Maternity — 18 months per child (either before or after PhD)
Paternity — actual time taken off
Military service
Medical specialty training
Caring for seriously ill family members
Seeking Asylum
*  Natural or human-caused disaster
- No limit to the total time extension
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Practical tips — 3: Decide when to apply

Rumour: | should wait until the end of the eligibility window to accumulate enough seniority: only then | will be competitive.

XNOT true: The success rate is virtually flat across the eligibility window (StG, CoG).
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Practical tips — 4: Negotiate with potential Host Institution

* Negotiate with the Host Institution (HI)
e.g. your position, equipment, administrative support, access to infrastructure, etc.

* Your choice (in an EU Member State/Associated Country)

* You can change it during the project's life

Rumour: The quality/reputation of the Hl is increasing my chances/scores.

XNOT true: the Hl is not an evaluation criterion!
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Physical Sciences & Engineering

Practical tips — = PE1 Mathematics

= PE2 Fundamental Constituents of Matter
5 Choose your Panel = PE3 Condensed Matter Physics
Evaluation Panel Structure 2025-2027 = PE4 Physical and Analytical Chemical Sciences

= PES5 Synthetic Chemistry and Materials

= PE6 Computer Science and Informatics

Life Sciences

= PE7 Systems and Communication Engineerin
= |S1 Molecules of Life: Biological Mechanisms, Structures & Functions v 8 &

) ) = PE8 Products and Process Engineering
= |S2 Integrative Biology: From Genes and Genomes to Systems
= PES Universe Sciences
= PE10 Earth System Science

= PE11 Materials Engineering

= |S3 Cell Biology, Development, Stem Cells and Regeneration
= LS4 Physiology in Health, Disease and Ageing

= LS5 Neuroscience and Disorders of the Nervous System

= LS6 Immunity, Infection and Immunotherapy Social Sciences and Humanities

= |S7 Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of Human Diseases * SH1 Individuals, Markets and Organisations

= LS8 Environmental Biology, Ecology and Evolution = SH2 Institutions, Governance and Legal Systems
= LS9 Biotechnology and Biosystems Engineering = SH3 The Social World and Its Interactions

= SH4 The Human Mind and Its Complexity

= SHS5 Texts and Concepts

= SH6 The Study of the Human Past

= SH7 Human Mobility, Environment, and Space
= SH8 Studies of Cultures and Arts
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Practical tips — 5: Choose your panel

« composition of ERC evaluation panels are by nature multi-disciplinary

+ initial allocation of the proposal to a panel is based on the preference
expressed by the PI

* when additional expertise required
+ additional reviews by appropriate members of other panel(s) or
additional remote experts

« reallocated to a different panel with the agreement of both panel chairs

all
1%

* The budget is distributed among the scientific panels as a function of
demand

SN
B == v
o ©& T

Rumour: Choose the panel "strategically”, to increase chances of success

XNOT true: The budget is distributed among the scientific panels as a function of
demand = success rate is equal amongst panels = choose the Panel that is right
for your proposal!
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Preparing your proposal -

Check past panel members for the call

ABOUT ERC

Research

PROJECTS & = NEWS & EVENTS
FIGURES

MANAGING YOUR
PROJECT

o A

Who can apply?

CHOOSE YOUR PANEL

searchers of any nationality with 2-7 years of experience since completion of PhD

xtensions are possible under certain circumstances — see the latest ERC Work

ERC peer review evaluation

nanels (2019 calls)

ogramme), a scier
yposal

What proposals]

v Criteria
Applications can|
The ERC's gran

v Location
Research must
as a Host Institu
other HI located

IMPORTANT: You are not
o allowed to contact panel
members about the evaluation!

Any breach to this could lead
to your exclusion from the call.

OSITION OF
ATION PANELS

rting Grant 2019:
airs
embers

rting Grant 2018:
airs
pmbers

entities) or Associated Countries

Host Institution

entity.

Click here to check Panel Chairs and
Panel Members from previous calls

Applications for an ERC grant must be submitted by a single Principal Investigator (PI)
in conjunction with and on behalf of their Host Institution, called the applicant legal

RESUITS OF PREVIOUS

Practical tips — 6: Choose your descriptors and free

keywords carefully

Descriptors and free keywords

+ influence which Panel will evaluate your
proposal

+ are the basis of allocation to the panel
members

» will determine whether a cross-panel
evaluation is necessary

Rumour: The panel descriptors represent ERC scientific
priorities

XNOT true: The panel descriptors are indicative so that
Pls can see what expertise is in the Panel. It is the Pls
that choose the subject of their proposal and the
Panels use the excellence criterion to judge whether it
should be funded.

Rumour: The more cross-panel descriptors | indicate,
the higher the funding chances, since | emphasize like
this the interdisciplinarity of my proposal.

XNOT true: even though these are used to allocate
proposals to Panel Members, once the proposals are
allocated, the Panel Members do not see the
keywords and descriptors used.
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PEG Panel Descriptors

PE6_1 Computer architecture, high-performance computing, real-time and embedded systems

PE6_2 Operating and distributed systems, computer networks and performance evaluation, mobile
computing

PE6_3 Software engineering, programming languages

PE6_4 Theory of computation, semantics of computation, formal methods

PE6_5 Algorithms, complexity theory, algorithmic game theory and computational economics

PE6_6 Security, privacy, cryptology

PE6_7 Databases, web and information systems, information retrieval

PE6_8 Atrtificial intelligence, autonomous agents, knowledge representation

PE6_9 Machine learning, statistical data processing, computing with artificial neural networks

PE6_10 Natural language processing, large language and other foundation models

PE6_11 Computer vision, computer graphics, visualization

PE6_12 Human computer interaction, multimedia and virtual reality, computer games

PE6_13 Numerical and scientific computing, computational modelling and simulation methods,
bioinformatics

PE6_14 New computational paradigms, quantum computing, bio-inspired computing
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Practical tips — 7: Prepare your proposal

Part A — Administrative forms, Budget, ethics/security aspects
Part B1 — Synopsis (5 pages) and CV+Track Record (4 pages)
Part B2 — Scientific proposal (14 pages)

In Step 1: Panel members see only Part B1 In Step 2: Part B1 and B2 and Budget section are
of the proposal (prepare it accordingly!) evaluated by Panel Members & Remote Referees
Part B1: Find the right balance Part B2: Fill in the details

v" Innovative? Beyond state-of-art?
Realistic/feasible?

Outline state of play (incl. competition)
Goals realistic? Think about risk mitigation
Be concise & clear (also for generalists)
Conceptual feasibility (project goals)

No verbatim repetition of synopsis
Detailed state-of-art

Extensive methodology and work plan
Provide risk mitigation strategies
Explain involvement of team members

ANANENEN
ANANENANENRN

ensure that the requested resources are
reasonable and well justified.
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Justify requested resources - Panels have to
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Practical tips — 7: Prepare your proposal
Part B1: the research project

Is my project new, innovative, bringing new solutions/theories?

Does it attempt to go substantially beyond the state of the art?

—no incremental research. Think big!

Know your competitors — what is the state of play and why is your idea and scientific approach
outstanding?

Only the extended Synopsis is considered at Step 1:

a concise and clear presentation is crucial (all evaluators are not experts in the field)

How can | prove/support my case? Are my goals realistic?

Explain your scientific approach in sufficient detail to convince the panel about the conceptual
feasibility of your project

Societal impact is not an evaluation criterion (despite ERC-funded projects could have it)
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Practical tips — 7: Prepare your proposal
Part B1: the principal investigator

Why am | the best/only person to carry this out? Know your competitors

Am | able to work independently, and to manage a 5-year project with a substantial budget?

Am | competitive at my career age and in my discipline?

Have | shown my scientific leadership in my CV?

Rumour: One needs publications in Nature/Science/High Impact Factor

journals to succeed.

*NOT true
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Practical tips — 7: Prepare your proposal
Part B2

In Step 2, both parts B1 and B2 are considered by Panel Members
and other experts from around the world.

Therefore in Part B2:
Do not repeat the synopsis, provide sufficient details on your methodology and work plan

Make sure that the quantitative and qualitative differences to the state of the art are clear
and referenced - show you did your homework.

Gantt charts and a full WPs might be helpful, but they are not a requisite
Provide alternative strategies to mitigate risks
Explain involvement of team members
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Practical tips — 7: Prepare your proposal
Budget considerations

and well justified
* Budget analysis carried out in Step 2, after the ranking is decided
* You must justify requested resources — explain your budget properly

* Budget cuts need to be justified on a proposal-by-proposal basis
(no across-the-board cuts)

* Panels to recommend a final maximum budget based on the resources
allocated/ removed

* Panels do not “micro-manage” project finances
* Awards made on a “take-it-or-leave-it” basis: no negotiations

* Panels have responsibility to ensure that resources requested are reasonable
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Typical reasons for rejection

Research Project

Incremental research

Scope: too narrow ; too broad / unfocused

Hypothesis and objectives not sufficiently clear

For interdisciplinary proposals: expertise missing in one area
Work plan not detailed enough / unclear

Insufficient risk management

Principal Investigator
+ Insufficient track-record

« Insufficient (potential for) independence (StG and CoC)

+ Insufficient experience in leading projects (especially in AdG)
*  Complementarity of Pls not evident enough (SyG)

Interview

Not addressing the questions / poor presentation

44

Questions applicants should ask themselves

Am | internationally competitive as a researcher in my discipline?

Am | atg)le to work independently, and to manage a 5-year project with a substantial
budget”

Why is my proposed project important (beyond the state of the art)?
Why am | the best/only person to carry it out?
Is it timely? (Why wasn't it done in the past? Is it feasible now?)

What's the risk? Is it justified by a substantial potential gain? Do | have a plan for
managing the risk?
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Some other rumours

Rumour 1: You can only apply for an ERC grant if you are a highly accomplished scientist.

X NOT true: Accomplishments are appreciated in relation to your stage/seniority as giving some evidence of your capacity to
conduct the research you propose and of creativity within the past 10-12 years of your career.

Rumour 2: To be successful, you need to continue on an established research line, to prove continuity and credibility
X NOT true: Generally, the opposite is true.

Rumour 3: If you have already obtained an ERC grant you are less/more likely to get another one.

X NOT true: Panels look at each proposal on its own merit and in comparison with the other applications, irrespectively of
whether you have or have not obtained an ERC grant in the past. (not applicable for Proof of Concept grants).

Rumour 4: The more socially or medically relevant a grant proposal is, the higher the chances of it getting funded.

X NOT true: ERC funds frontier research, not research that promises to be only an incremental advancement of knowledge.
This is irrespective of the field. Societal impact is not an evaluation criterion.
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Where can you find more information?

6 New Videos - ERC Classes

*  How can you get started with your
ERC proposals?

*  How can you write your ERC

Apply for a grant | ERC

proposal?

*  How do we evaluate your ERC
proposal?

*  What do you need to know about the
ERC Synergy Grants?

*  How can you best prepare for your
ERC interview?

*  Why care about ethics in your ERC
proposal?

ERC CLASSES - YouTube
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Thank You!

More information: erc.europa.eu

R
O

Follow us on social media

inBWNONORONXNE

‘}:!
i
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